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LAWSON FAMILY

HERITAGE PROGRAM

The LFHP newsletter is published four 
times a year by the Lawson Family Heritage 
Program and is dedicated to research on 
William Lawson, Scottish Rebel, thought to 
have been born in Montrose, Scotland, June 
26, 1731, and his descendants.  William 
died in Scott Co., Virginia, Jan. 16, 1826.

Digitized Family History Books
The LDS Family History Library in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, has announced that it has 
begun the process of digitizing and making 
available on the internet all of the Family 
History books in their collection.  The 
number of books being digitized grows by 
approximately 100 titles per week.  Copyright 
issues are what determine which books can 
be digitized first.  Books out of copyright are 
the first to be done.  The digitized images 
of these Family History books are actually 
being stored on the electronic servers at 
Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah.

Digitized by Toni

How to Find the Digitized Images
Go to the web site of the Harold B. Lee 
Library at BYU at http://lib.byu.edu. Follow 
the links “Find Other Materials/Electronic/
On Line Collections at BYU.”   Click on 
the “Text Collections” tab and select the 
“Family History Archive” from the list of 
collections that are displayed.  You would 
then normally want to use the “Search All” 
feature with the “Search Full Text” box 
checked, although the “Advanced Search” 
will allow very high-powered searches that 
will allow certain phrases to be searched 
for and other words to be used to exclude 
potential hits.  As you make selections from 
the “hits” that are displayed, you will need 
to use the “Click Here to View Item” button 
near the top of the screen to display the 
actual image of the page.  You can page 
through the entire docuent using the index 
displayed on the left side of the screen.  Each 
page may be printed after being viewed.  As 
you search for specific names on pages use 
the control key on your keyboard with the 
letter”F” (find), then type in the name you 
are searching for.  That allows the name to 
be found quickly.  Good luck in your search!

Ancestry.com includes on their website a place to find forms that 
are necessary in compiling family history.  The accompanying 
link will allow you to download and print the forms without a 
membership to ancestry.com.  You will need Adobe Acrobat if 
you want to print these forms.  It is a free download and a useful 
program to have.  The Family Group Sheet and Pedigree Chart are 
excellent ways to organize your family history files.  If you update 
and organize your files as you research, you will find that you spend 
less time finding something you know you have. Organized files 
make everyone a better researcher.  The full article can be found 
at: http://www.ancestry.com/learn/library/article.aspx?article=4735 

By Toni Beard

Kay Repp of Waynesville, Ohio descends from Jeremiah (1809). 
Family group leader Joyce Ratliff
Tim Conway descends from Travis S. (1813) •    
Deborah Clayton descends from Travis S. (1813) Tim and Deborah 
form a new family group.    
Delores Markham of Ohio, descends from Henry (1810) and 
jokingly says she could be her own Grandma her lines intertwine 
so many times. Group leader is Susan Reese. •  Sherry Frazier 
of Owsley County has connections with Lawson and Bowman 
marriages.
Eileen Shelton of Ohio descends from John Lawson (1791) then 
Joseph Lawson & Susanna Lunsford.  Both Sherry and Eileen are in 
Stephen Phillips group. 

More KIN N’ Cousins

Forms for Family History Research 

Scotland Tour
Plans are being made for the Clan MacLaren Tour 
of Scotland. Some of our members will be going 
early with the hopes of researching our William 
Lawson (1731).  If you would like to join in the tour, 
contact Gloria Shellenbarger as she is very active 
with the Clan activities for information visit www.
clanmaclarenna.org  
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Lawson Family Gold, still being mined....

In the last newsletter Nancy Hutton wrote the article “Lawson Family Gold Mine”. After reading this, Susie 
Lawson has added to the findings.
She writes: I had previously been at Woodside and had gotten copies of the cemetery records for all Lawson’s 
and Murphy’s (my mom’s side) and put them in a spreadsheet. When I saw the article from Nancy, I thought 
I would share what I had done on this cemetery. Maybe help out some.   My father (Clarence Bell Lawson Jr.) 
is buried there.
Middletown (OH) has another Cemetery, (Middletown Pioneer Cemetery) which has a large plot with my 
grandfather Lawson’s family minus a few.
I keep trying to get to the Engineers office at the city building to see if I can get a list from them.   I know 
where my grandfather and aunts and uncles are but I believe there are some I don’t know where they are.
Susie has shared this excel report with her family group, and with Nancy.
Our LFHP is working, we are sharing our knowledge of our ancestors.  We are gaining new members, and 
with each new member we get more pieces of our puzzle.  This is just one small example of our work in 
progress.                   Thank you Susie.

PROGRESS MADE ON DNA PROJECT
Since the very first meeting of the Lawson Family Heritage Program in October 2004, one goal has been to establish 
a basic DNA pattern for William, the Rebel. It was decided that we would encourage those who qualify to do 
the yDNA test to take the simple test and encourage other family members who did not qualify to take the test 
themselves to help pay for other’s tests. It was understood that in order to establish a base line for the Rebel, tests 
from a continuous male line of three different sons would be required. 
A major step toward this goal was recently completed. It was not hard to find three descendants of the line of the 
Rebel’s son, Travis, to test as the majority of the members in the LFHP at that time were from the line of Travis. 
These three could see the benefit to all descendants of the DNA tests. Luckily for all of us they were able to cover 
the costs of the tests themselves.  We all owe a big thanks to Jim, Bob and Jerry Lawson for getting this project 
started.
The next step was harder. We needed to find someone to test from another line of the Rebel. In the fall of 2005, 
Bruce Lawson from the line of William2 agreed to test for that line. Thanks to generous donations from Gloria 
Shellenbarger, Fran Romine, Loretta McCann, Suanne Lawson and Willard Miller, the costs for the test were 
covered.
Bruce’s results have recently been received and are an exact match to 25 markers with Jim and Jerry and a 23/25 
match to Bob. To see the results go to the following website of Carl Lawson to see the DNA working chart Carl has 
set up for the Lawson Surname Project and scroll down to group #8. http://carl.lawson.net/Pages/DNA_Project_
Test_Results.html  If you are interested in more info about the Lawson Surname Project follow the link below.
http://www.tlc2000.net/~lawson/  Family Tree DNA company has a website with more info and a free newsletter at 
the below link. http://www.familytreedna.com/facts_genes.asp?act=show&nk=3.7  
If you have a major scientific interest in yDNA in general you can find unlimited information by doing a search 
for “yDNA” using any search engine online.  National Geographic Society has underway a 12 marker DNA testing 
project to study the general migration patterns of different groups of peoples. This is not a family specific project but 
rather a limited marker project for general info. https://www3.nationalgeographic.com/genographic/index.html  
As you can see from the above links, there is a large variety of information from the simplest 
to the most complex on DNA projects. 
In order for our goal to be reached, we need to find and fund DNA tests from the lines of the 
Rebel’s sons, Jeremiah and Robert. You can help by helping locate direct male line descendants 
of those lines, taking the test if you are a direct male line descendant or helping fund others 
tests.  We can all make a contribution to this project.
Who knows how many sons the Rebel actually had? We may uncover others through DNA. 
Without a doubt genealogy brick walls will tumble with DNA. There is no more positive proof 
of relationships of the Rebel than DNA!                                                          By Julie Miller
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As I grow older my mind returns to the past and memories of 
growing up in a mining camp in the East Kentucky coal fields.
The camp was actually a small town with necessities for 
daily living made available by the coal company.  The com-
missary held office workers upstairs.  Downstairs, everything 
from beans to britches could be purchased.  A tab was kept 
and the amount spent was deducted from the employee’s pay.
A company doctor was provided.  His supply of smelly, black 
salve was endless and used for virtually every visible ailment.  
Each employee had $3.00 per month deducted from his pay for 
medical treatment, whether or not the good doctor was visited.
The large building housing the doctor’s office also included 
the barber shop, pool hall and ice cream parlor.  The only time 
I saw these was when Dad went for a haircut and I tagged 
along.  Upstairs, in this building, was the movie theater.  I 
didn’t get to see movies often enough to recall the price of 
admission, but I well remember the nickels my sister and 
I were given to spend on goodies.  My nickel went for five 
large, black jaw breakers.  If my sister wanted to sit with a 
boy, she bribed me with her nickel to not tell on her.  Be-
cause I loved jaw breakers, I encouraged her love life.
School was a two-story wooden structure with a bell on the 
roof and wood flooring that was regularly swept and oiled.  
The library was on level two, the cafeteria on level one, with 
classes for grades one through twelve scattered between the 
two floors.  Playground activity included jacks, hop scotch and 
rope jumping for the girls, with basketball and marble playing 
for the boys.  A frequent game of “Red Rover” called for the boys 
and girls to team up and “Tag” was a good game to let someone 
know you were “stuck” on them.  You tagged them, ran like the 
dickens, and hoped you would be chased.  Of course, everyone 
walked to school and thought nothing of it.  In winter time, 
before leaving home you faced the fire in the open grate and 
“baked” your front side.  Then you turned and “baked” your 
back side.  The warmth usually lasted until you arrived at school.

Company VIP’s occupied large two-story houses that looked 
like mansions to me.  Most everyone else, including my family, 
lived in four-room “shotgun” type houses.  Because Dad was 
construction foreman, our house was at the very end of the 
camp where the carpenter shop was located.  The rent was 
$8.00 per month, which was deducted from Dad’s pay.
As our house boasted no plumbing, there were items used that 
are missing from today’s home scene.  For example, the bucket 
with a dipper for drinking water; the small pan for face and 
hand washing; two pans used strictly for washing and rinsing 
dishes; the wood-burning cook stove with a reservoir on one 
end for heating water; two large rubs, #2 and #3, for rinsing 
clothes on laundry day.  When the laundry was finished, hot 
soapy water was emptied from the washer into #3 tub and 
used to scrub porches, steps, and the little building out back 
with a crescent moon cut in the door.  Rinse water from #2 
tub chased away the soap.  Ah!  Those tubs!  They served 
one more important use.  In my mind’s eye I see two little 
naked girls sitting side-by-side in #2 and #3 tubs with water 
up to their waists and their knees under their chins.  I’m 
talking OUTSIDE – behind the house where no one could 
possibly see them.  It was possibly the best way to bathe.  My 
sister and I later agreed we probably invented the hot tub.

There were endless things to do in summer.  Wearing old shoes, I waded the creek 
that ran by the house; finding everything from crawdads to broken pieces of colored 
glass.  Playhouse furniture could be made from the moss growing on trees.  Clay 
mud from the creek made pretend pies and cakes.  I had tea parties with Sallie, a 
sawdust-filled doll.  A rope swing hanging from a sycamore tree branch was good 
for swinging and singing.   If I wanted company, there was Skipper, the dog, and 
numerous kittens.  
So many memories….Walking to Sunday School on the only quiet day in the camp, 
searching for wild greens in the spring and papaws in the fall; sitting on Dad’s lap 
in a rocker on the porch while thunder crashed and the rain fell- having no fear of 
the storm, feeling safe; wearing feed sack shorts, standing with outstretched arms in 
a gentle rain, singing “Send Down the Rain, Lord”; lying in bed on Saturday night 
listening to the Grand Ole Opry on the radio, watching Dad punch up the fire in 
winter as he said, “Don’t get up yet, girls.  Wait ‘till the room warms up a little.”.  
When I was eleven years old my family moved north and my world, as I knew it, 
was left behind.  
Years later, someone tried to convince me I grew up poor.  I replied with a smile, 
“Define poor.”

Submitted by Charlotte Lawson Grigsby

Looking Back
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Using World War I and World War II Records in Family History Research

Ancestry.com has recently added World War I Draft Registration Cards to the databases available on its website.  
Between 1917 and 1918 approximately 
24 million men living in the United States filled out a World War I draft registration card.  Every male between 
the ages of 18 and 45 was required to register for the draft.  Close to 25% of the total United States population 
is represented in the draft registration cards.  The cards can give the date and place of birth, names of the next 
of kin, a physical description, signature of registrant, address of registrant and next of kin and occupation.  Not 
all men who registered for the draft actually served in the military and not all men who served in the military 
registered for the draft.  During the years 1880 to 1920 the United States experienced a high rate of immigration.  
Young men were required to register for the draft regardless of their citizenship.  This is a wonderful database.  
If you don’t have access to ancestry.com there are public libraries who give access to ancestry.com to patrons 
of the library; if you live close to an LDS Family History Center you can use ancestry.com for free (be sure 
to check for the times it is open) or ask someone who has a subscription to look up the information for you.

Through the National Archives website it is now possible to see enlistment 
registrations for those who served in the Army during World War II and also to order a Report of Separation for the 
soldiers who served.  These records are free to the general public to search online.  The web address for the National 
Archives is www.nara.gov/.  On that website look to the right side of the page to “Online Databases and Tools”.  
Choose “AAD”, “Access to Archival Databases”.  On the next page choose World War II and then the next page 
the choice will be “World War II Army Enlistment Records”, search that database.  Remember that this is an Army 
Enlistment record,  You will not find the names of individuals who served in other branches of the service during 
World War II.  It gives birthdates, place of birth, occupation, marital status and even the number of dependents.

Military Personnel Records are for any soldier who served in World War II, it isn’t limited to just Army 
personnel.  To order Military Personnel Records for soldiers serving during World War II go to www.nara.gov/, 
beneath the “AAD, Access to Archival Databases” you will see “eVetRecs”.  This takes you to the page where you 
can request copies of Military Personnel Records.  If you are the next of kin of the soldier in question you can 
request these records online, just follow the instructions for the next of kin.  The individuals considered next of 
kin are surviving spouse, child, mother, father, brother or sister of the soldier.  When filling out these forms it is 
best to fill in as much information about the soldier as you can.  You will be mailed copies of the form that was 
filled out when the soldier came home from serving in whatever branch of service they served in during World 
War II.  It will give ribbons that were awarded as a result of their service.  You can google the awards to find 
out what the soldiers did in order to earn specific awards.  The form will also list units, battalions or divisions 
they served with, if they were in the Navy it will list the ships they served on and the battle group of that ship.

Many people have awards their loved ones received as a result of military service, this website will put a name to 
the awards and from there you will be able to gain a better understanding of the experiences your family member 
had during their military service.  These individuals are heroes.  We honor them when we remember their sacrifice 
and preserve their stories for generations to come.

                                                                  By Toni Beard
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THE CARTER FAMILY MEMORIAL MUSIC CENTER LFHP OUTING
Since 1974 the Carter Music Center (Later Family Memorial) has presented programs of old time and bluegrass 
music every weekend (Saturday Nights). Its objective is to promote old time music and pay tribute to the original 
Carter family (A. P. Carter, Sara Dougherty Carter and Maybelle Addington Carter) who were among the first 
country artists to record music. This event occurred in 1927 in  Bristol,TN. 
In keeping with the traditional music style no electrical instruments are allowed. Everything is acoustic. Shows are 
family oriented and no alcohol is permitted at the concerts. The weekly concerts were begun by the late Janette 
Carter as promised to her late father. She was the daughter of A. P. and Sara. Sara and Janette are direct descendants 
of William Lawson, A Scottish Rebel. The Carter Fold is part of our Lawson Heritage. Johnny Cash and his wife, 
June Carter (daughter of Maybelle), made several appearances and recorded some of their Christmas shows at the 
Fold. In addition, other Grand Opry Stars have performed and promoted the Fold. 
All the Original Carter family is now deceased, Janette being the last to pass away recently. 
I encourage everyone attending the Lawson Heritage Gathering on Labor Day weekend to put the Carter Family 
Fold on their schedule for Saturday, September 2, 2006 starting at 7:00 P.M. The drive from the Meadowview 
Center is about 35 minutes. 
For more info on the Carter Fold see: http://www.carterfamilyfold.org/
Bill Porter

KINGSPORT FAMILY HERITAGE PROGRAM 
Last May the Lawson Family Heritage Program hosted a family workshop in Campton, Kentucky with guest 
speakers and entertainment, the main goal was sharing Lawson family history. I came away very impressed. 
The area of Campton was the family land that several of the children of William (1731) migrated to and settled, 
which brought an interest to many kin in the surrounding area. With this in mind, a workshop in the area where 
the earlier ancestors lived was requested. 
In September, the LFHP and I will be hosting the next family workshop, in the heart of where many of the Lawson 
families settled. This area of Tennessee/Virginia is a region where three or four Lawson lines have connections. 
Among them are descendants of Morman, Bartholomew, Drury and others.  The heritage of Lawsons in East 
Tennessee and Southwest Virginia is immense. It is with hopes that other Lawson families join in our event so that 
we can discover more about each other’s ancestry by working together in a workshop format. Other than our own 
William Lawson (1731), the Scottish Rebel, we are aware of the Falling River Lawsons, the Dan River Lawsons, 
and others.  The early heritage of Lawsons is found in Eastern Tennessee, and Southwest Virginia, as well as West 
Virginia. 
With this in mind I contracted with the Marriott MeadowView Conference and Resort Center located in Kingsport, 
TN just of I-181, exit 52, to accommodate up to 300 people on Friday and Saturday, September 1 & 2, 2006 (Labor 
Day Weekend).  There is a nominal fee to cover the use of the facility as shown in our weekend schedule and 
registration form. 
This is an excellent time for Lawson’s of different lines to mingle and get acquainted and share information on the 
Lawson heritage of their earliest known Lawson ancestor.  This meeting may help us break some of the roadblocks 
we are having. Those that have laptops and portable equipment are encouraged bring them.  We need to know in 
advance so we can have worktables set up for you. 
This time of year is beautiful in our hills. There will be maps of family cemeteries, and opportunities for group 
excursions, with a possible wreath laying for our Rebel.  Music is part of our history and will be enjoyed as part of 
our program. Also a Saturday evening outing to the Carter Fold is planned. 
We hope you will come and join us and enjoy the mountains, the music, walk the land of our 
ancestors and share family history. This will be a great learning and sharing time for all of us. 
Pre-registration is important in order to make the workshop format successful.
Please send yours with your registration fee, payable to me, as soon as possible for this great 
Lawson gathering. 

Any questions are comments are welcome.
Bill Porter

PO Box 1901  Coeburn, VA 24230
Phone:  276-395-6288     Email:  brpvicco39@pngusa.net
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