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LAWSON FAMILY

HERITAGE PROGRAM

The LFHP newsletter is published four 
times a year by the Lawson Family Heritage 
Program and is dedicated to research on 
William Lawson, Scottish Rebel, thought to 
have been born in Montrose, Scotland, June 
26, 1731, and his descendants.  William 
died in Scott Co., Virginia, Jan. 16, 1826.

On The Road Again
Fran and Don Romine have just returned home after a 
week in Virginia researching our heritage.  They reviewed 
the tax rolls of ten Virginia counties from the late 1700’s, 
at the Library of Virginia in Richmond, Virginia and 
scoured the files at the headquarters of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution (DAR) in Washington, D. C. 
Fran will have a report in the next newsletter since she 
was still on the road as this went to press.
Richard Lyons will be contacting a descendant of Jeremiah 
S. Lawson (1773) to acquire family information along 
with hopes of a DNA test for this line.  Also, Richard will 
be talking with our newest branch of our family - The 
Losson’s, as they have a very interesting story to be told.  
Patti Lawson will be reviewing all the Missouri reels of 
microfilm for any trails of our Lawson’s that went west. 
Serena Whitehair will be reviewing the reels of the Indian 
Rolls that she has acquired through her library. 
One of our newest members comes to us with memories of 
his teenage years, visiting a reservation in North Carolina 
with his father.  Our Cherokee past will be discovered 
very shortly. Our Lawson Family Heritage Program has 
gone world wide, as our most recent member, Roy 

We would like to welcome the following members 
to our family research project.  

Michael Moon -  Travis (1766), James (1794), Jeremiah, Levi H. 
Archie Cope - Travis (1766), Joseph (1796), James, Lilly (Floyd Turner)
Cary Losson - TBD William Riley Losson & Emily Cornell
Andrea Bordon - TBD, William Riley Losson & Emily Cornell
Leslie Crosby - TBD, William Riley Losson & Emily Cornell
Kay Losson - TBD, William Riley Losson & Emily Cornell
Thomas & Sylvia Seborn -  Rev. Jeremiah Lawson (1773)
Jim Elam- Travis (1766), John (1791) Andrew Jackson (1831) Andrew J. Jr.(1859)
Margaret L. Lawson – Travis (1766), Jeremiah & Nancy Tolliver, Solomon Cox
Roy Lawson – Travis (1766), William (1804), William B. (1838), William T. 

Kin N’ Cousins

Scotland Tour
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Highland Games

This is the season for all of the Highland Games. 
You can go to the following site, both to sign up 
for a membership with Clan MacLaren and to 
see where all the games are held: http://www.
clanmaclarenna.org/. There are way too many 
to list.  If you do not have access to the internet, 
make a phone call to a member in your Family 
Group, or to one of our program leaders to look 
them up for you.      
If you have not attended The Games, it is a fun 
family event. Be sure to look for the MacLaren 
Hospitality Tents.   
If you would like to help host (Convene) our Clan 
tent, contact Gloria Shellenbarger, and she can 
put you in touch with the necessary people to do 
so.  They provide all of what you need.  Bring a 
table and have a great day of it. 

Lawson, lives in Germany, with 
his family. He was stationed 
there from 1880-1884 married 
and remained there. 
The research trail appears to 
be never-ending, and as we 
find each new member, we 
learn more and more about our 
heritage, and for that we thank 
each and every one of you. 



DNA Results Bring New Mystery to LFHP
Robert McLaren and Julie are our DNA leaders. Robert contacted us a bit ago with very exciting results from a 
DNA test that he has been following.  
There is a man in California who has been searching for his ancestor.  He knew his family history back to the birth 
of William Riley Losson, born in Missouri in 1860. He knew that William Riley’s mother was Emily Cornwell, and 
that his father was William. Both Emily and William were born in Kentucky. The time and reasons for the name 
change from Lawson to Losson is still being researched. 
When Robert reviewed the test he was floored by what he saw.  This man took the full 67 marker test.  We 
have three Lawson male descendants who have taken the test to 37 markers, one who has taken the test to 25 
markers.  
Each family has a unique set of markers, if enough markers are tested. For our Lawsons, there are two markers 
in particular that Robert finds amazing.  These markers are the last two markers in a 37-marker test.  With 
comparing to all of the Lawson lines and MacLaren line, all name variants, OUR LAWSON LINE has a very specific 
“IDENTIFIER” with these last two markers.  No one else in the Clan MacLaren DNA Project has these unique 
values. From these markers alone, if the other 35 markers are close at all, we will be able to tell if ANY MALE is 
of our family.  In future tests, it is now imperative that we test for 37 markers.   One of our tests that have been 
done has been upgraded to the full 67 markers, for a comparison with the 67 markers of the man from California.  
The additional 30 markers may enable us to better distinguish different branches of our Lawson family.  This is a 
brand new door to be opened for us. 
Robert is astounded to see this surprise match on DNA markers, and very happy to say that this man in California, 
without a doubt is from our family.  He has the same unique two markers at positions 36 and 37, plus all but one 
of his other 35 markers are matches for our Lawson line.  
Now it is up to us, the Lawson Family Heritage Program to work with this new connection to find this “William” 
and to find out whom that William descends from.  
You all know how many William Lawson’s we have, so this is no little challenge. Within the past two weeks, we 
have been feverishly researching and have identified possibilities, but need to continue to look for proof, other 
than census records, and at least one more DNA test for final identification. We have a lead on one man, and 
Richard Lyons will be making the contact for us.  

We will be ordering microfilm from Missouri and Patti Lawson has offered to carefully review all of them for clues 
and answers.  Two members closest to the areas that this William (1860) was from and the area of Kentucky we 

believe his father descends from, offered to take road trips for hands on research of counties as we see the need. 
We have found three additional connections to this new line and are now working with two of them to pull all 
that they have and all that we have together. They are looking forward to being part of our research program 
This is the very first time in our program that DNA has brought kin to us, and we are very excited to be able to 
welcome them to our research program.  Hopefully by the next newsletter this mystery will be solved. We will 
share all the news with you of our findings. If you would like to have a copy of the DNA comparison chart, write 
to Julie Miller or Barb Lawson.
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Lawson Family Heritage DNA Program Contributions

We want to thank all those that have made contributions to our LFHP DNA program for 
their generosity. A very substantial donation has just been made, and being held in a special 
account by Robert McLaren for our program.  
We also want to thank the men who carry our Lawson Name (testing the Y chromosome 
only) and have agreed to take this test for our heritage program. Some have done both.  
To avoid additional handling of any contributions you would like to make to help with our 
DNA research program within our LFHP, please send your checks made payable to 
Robert D. McLaren    *    7810 Kincardine Ct.   *    Alexandria, VA 22315-4025
 



Bill Porter is in the fi nal stages of his Reprint of “William Lawson, A Scottish Rebel”.  He has invited us to add a 
chapter, and we have titled it “Five Generations of Our Rebel”, William Lawson (1731) being the fi rst generation. 
Also in his new release will be a section titled “Tributes and Memorials” A Memorial is for the deceased and a 
Tribute is for a living family member that you would like to honor and remember. Contact Bill directly to place 
your tribute.  
We would like to be sure that all of our members have an opportunity to have their ancestor’s photographs in 
Bill’s newest book. 
Before you send photos to Bill, please make a copy of your photograph in a copy machine and see what kind of 
quality you get back, because this is how it will be reproduced.  If you are not happy with the quality, Jim’s sister 
has offered to “spiff up” two photographs from each LFHP member, for this publication.  Contact Barb Lawson for 
details (mjla@ismi.net).  
There are two methods to send photos.  Either scan and e-mail them to Bill, using no less than 300 DPI resolu-
tion.  Identify your ancestors in the photograph with name, birth/death, and line of descent from William (1731).  
This will help him so that he can identify where the photograph should be placed in his book.  If you would like 
to mail him your photograph, please write the I.D. on the back, and include a self addressed stamped envelope to 
insure that he returns your photograph, if you need it back.  
The publication is planned for availability at the Workshop this coming Labor Day.  We do not yet know the fi nal 
price, but Bill has said that the Historical society would like to keep it at around $30.  Order details will be in the 
next newsletter. 

Lost & Found

Lost – William Lawson (Born in 
Ky. about 1831) married Mary 
Hammond in Grant Co., KY. She 
was previously married to Samuel 
C. Rex.  It is thought that William 
and Samuel were in the same 
Union Army Regiment during 
the Civil War, in which Samuel 
was killed.  Pension files have 
been ordered.  Can anyone help 
identify this William Lawson?  
Contact LMCraig@insightbb.com.  
We have not confirmed if he 
descends from Our Rebel. 

Found – Henry Lawson (abt. 1810) 
Son of Travis and Maysie. 
Henry was last found in 1850 in 
Montgomery Co., KY. with his 
second wife, Nancy. 
Our members who descend 
from this line did not know his 
whereabouts after this time. 
We found him in Cass County, 
Missouri in 1860.   Research is 
ongoing. 

William Lawson, The Scottish Rebel - Reprint
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Correction to William Lawson Residence in Scotland

Fran Romine

In the newsletter article about William Lawson’s English prison record, we 
incorrectly identified William’s residence as Kirkpatrick-Durham, Scotland, 
based on the records we found listing his “Place of Origin or Residence” as 
Durham.  Durham was also shown as his residence in the several Dobson 
references to William.  We now believe this was not referring to Kirkpatrick-
Durham.   

We have been unable to locate a Durham in Scotland and believe it must 
reference Durham, England, near the Scottish border, although we have 
no proof.  We will continue to research in this area and will update you if 
we locate additional information.  If anyone has information regarding this, 
please contact us.

Old genealogists never die…...they just lose their census



HeritageQuest Online

At our last workshop the HeritageQuest Program was brought to our attention, and we recently found this article 
to help you.  The site offers state-by-state libraries that participate. We suggest calling your local and county 
libraries and inquire if they offer this program.  HeritageQuest Online at http://www.heritagequestonline.com 
is one of the most valuable services available today for anyone researching ancestry in the United States. The 
company is best known for its collection of the U.S. Federal Census records from 1790 through 1930.

HeritageQuest Online contains:

U.S. Federal Census records from 1790 through 1930. (No index for 1830, 1840, 1850, nor 1880 census.   
Partial index for 1930.) The online collection includes new indexes created by HeritageQuest. In addition to 
the ability to search by name, the census records can be searched by place of birth, age, ethnicity, and other 
variables. 

More than 25,000 fully searchable family and local history books. If anyone has ever published a book about 
your family name or a book about the history of your town or county, there is an excellent chance that you 
can search that book on HeritageQuest Online. There are numerous other “non-history” books available 
that also have genealogy value, such as town and city directories, government reports made years ago, 
biographies, lectures, and much more. 

Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant Application Files, again fully searchable with high-
quality scanned images of the original applications available online. 

PERSI (the Periodical Source Index - a comprehensive subject index covering more than 6,500 genealogy and 
local history periodicals written in English and French since 1800). 
Best of all, you can view the original records and book pages as high-quality images and even print individual 
pages on your local printer. 

HeritageQuest Online does not sell subscriptions to individuals. You can not go online, fill out a form, submit a 
credit card number, and then gain immediate access to these databases. Instead, the parent company, ProQuest, 
sells only to public libraries. 
While it is impossible for a single individual to subscribe to HeritageQuest Online, you can obtain low-cost 
access, possibly even free access, to this genealogy treasure via other means. 
The first and most obvious method of accessing HeritageQuest Online is to visit a subscribing library. Many 
libraries also offer remote access to their various electronic offerings, including HeritageQuest Online. “Remote 
access” is a process in which you can stay at home or at school or at any other location of your choice, use a 
computer with an Internet connection, and connect to the library’s web site. Once logged in and verified, you 
can access remote databases that the library offers. In effect, the library’s web site works as a “gateway.” It 
verifies you as a library patron and tells HeritageQuest Online that you are a patron of that library. You can then 
access exactly the same screens of information from home that you would see if you were seated in the library. 
You can also print the same screens of information to your own local printer. 
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Copyrights Claimed by the Encyclopedia of Genealogy
Because many people contribute the information contained here, the Encyclopedia of 
Genealogy makes no copyright claims. The information contained herein belongs to all 
genealogists. You are free to use this information elsewhere as you wish. 
However, they suggest that you give a brief reference as to where you found the 
information, such as a source citation of: “Encyclopedia of Genealogy, http://www.eogen.
com” or when referring to a specific term such as GEDCOM, “Encyclopedia of Genealogy,          com” or when referring to a specific term such as GEDCOM, “Encyclopedia of Genealogy,          
http://www.eogen.com/gedcom.”    



LFHP Workshop Preparations
Bill Porter is hosting the Lawson Family Heritage Workshop 2006 in Kingsport. 

He is inviting not only our Lawson’s but also every Lawson that was from the area that our William Lawson 
settled.  He is hoping that we can perhaps solve some mysteries between us and share what we know of our 
families. 

As in the past we will have our portable equipment on hand, and will share between us. 

We need to prepare for this workshop. That means all of us, even if you are not attending. Here are a few 
suggestions to help make it a success.

Please complete the application for the workshop and send to Bill Porter.  Make your room reservations on 
own your behalf.  If you cannot attend, I’m sure Bill would like to know, as well. His phone number is on 
the application.

Now is the time, to get together with each of the members that are closest kin to you. Compare notes, share 
photos, and most importantly stories. I’m not talking of your “Family group” but perhaps the next or second  
generation from that point.  

Between you all find out who has the Family Tree Maker program and be sure that your information is on it, 
including stories, those that have been proven fact and those that might be considered “Tall Tales”. 

Decide who within your group will attend the workshop. If no one is attending, contact your “Family Group 
Leader” 

Even if you can not attend, you will be represented at the workshop.
Barb Lawson 
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 Hope to see a lot of you in Kingsport, Tennessee this coming September! 


