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LAWSON FAMILY

HERITAGE PROGRAM

The LFHP newsletter is published four 
times a year by the Lawson Family Heritage 
Program and is dedicated to research on 
William Lawson, Scottish Rebel, thought to 
have been born in Montrose, Scotland, June 
26, 1731, and his descendants.  William 
died in Scott Co., Virginia, Jan. 16, 1826.

 GRAVE MARKERS 
Thelma Coleman has been busy and has found a source for 
Gravestones for our ancestors.  Steven Bowling of  the Breathitt 
County Library provided a source that offers an engraved 
stone starting at $80.00.  If you or your family group have 
a need to purchase a stone for one of your ancestors, please 
contact Steven at:  (606) 666-5541  e-mail: library@tgteol.com
If your ancestor’s grave site is not in the area that Stephen’s 
program covers, contact your local Genealogy, History centers, 
or Libraries and ask if they know of any programs for your 
area. Even funeral directors may be able to offer suggestions.  

                                                                            
  

Jim & Amy Hudspeth: William, Travis, Henry, Daniel, Julia (Lawson) Bowman
Jim Brate:  William, Travis, Henry, Daniel, James H. 
Lori Hall:  William, Travis, Jeremiah (1809), Solomon Cox, Amanda Alice (Huff)
Vernon Blevins:  William, William II (1863), Jeremiah, Henry D, Lucy (Stallard)
Dee Lloyd: William, Travis, Jeremiah (1809)
Eric Lawson: William, Travis, Jeremiah (1809)
John  & Lisa Losson: William, Travis, Henry, William, William Riley Losson
Eugene & Phyllis Hamilton: William Travis, Henry(1810), Alexander, Margaret (Peters), Pearlie May (Phillips)
Beverly Adams:  William, Travis, James P. (1794)  & Mary Polly (Ward), and with Travis S.(1813) & Nancy (Shackleford)
Virginia Jones:  William, Travis, James P. (1794) & Mary Polly (Ward), and with Travis S.(1813) & Nancy (Shackleford)
Charlie & Martha Bilyeu: William, Travis, William & Mary (Dennis),  MaryAnn (Lawson) & George Grayson
Diane Lykins Becraft:  Travis, Mary Lawson Ingram, Rhoda (Ingram) Swango, Mary Elizabeth (Swango) Helton
Andy Lawson: William,Robert Lawson & Anna(Goad), James Robert Lawson, John M. Lawson, Joseph Lawson  (1867)
Jim Barker: William, Sally (Lawson) & Henry Wood, Jonathon Wood, Sally Lawson (Wood) Barker

Thelma Coleman has been busy and has found a source for 
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LFHP FAMILY GROUP FOR WILLIAM (1763

One of the goals for the workshop this past month was One of the goals for the workshop this past month was 
that Bill Porter was in hopes that his line from Our 
Rebel, That of William II (1763) could make progress 
such as the line from Travis has over the last two years. 
That goal is going to be met, as we have now formed 
a “Family Group” of William II (1763). The Family 
Group leader is a team of Bob Fowler and Cletis Anne 
Lawson Fowler. He will also be the “Group Leader” for 
William III (1799). 
If you descend from William II, please contact Bob 
and Anne Fowler, include “LFHP” in your subject 
of e-mails.  If you use a family tree maker program, 
in order to best help your family group, e-mail a 
descendant’s report, including names, birth dates, 
marriage, census fi elds, military, death dates and 
burial locations. Be sure to extend the report to 14 
generations.   If you have questions on how to obtain 
this report, contact Barb Lawson for assistance.  If you 
do your research and maintain your family fi les on 
paper, give them a call  or a note to discuss a plan of 
material sharing      
                                                                                 

Kin N’ Cousins... we would like to welcome the following members to our family research program: 

 We have also been in touch with some of the descendants 
of the following children of William (1731) 
Ann Lawson (bet 1768-1775) & Thomas Mallet
Betsy Ann Lawson (1768) & William Canterbury
Catherine Lawson  (Abt. 1770) & Jess Elliot
Sally Lawson  (1770) & Henry Wood
Robert Lawson (Bef. 1774?) & Anna Goad
A DNA donor for the Robert line is currently in the 
process of testing. If you are not currently part of our 
LFHP research program and descend from any of these 
people, please contact Bob & Anne Fowler by e-mail 
sambob@erols.com or phone (301) 665-1688 or Barb 
Lawson at P.O. Box 573 Brighton, MI.48116  or e-mail 
mjla@ismi.net



          Lawson Heritage Gathering Held at Kingsport, Tenn.

By Fran Romine

The Lawson Heritage Gathering, hosted by Bill Porter, was held at Kingsport, Tennessee, over Labor Day weekend.  
The gathering included descendants of William Lawson, a Scottish Rebel, as well as descendents of other Lawson 
lines who are unrelated to the Rebel.  Forty-five Lawson descendents and spouses from several states met at the 
Meadowview Resort in Kingsport on Friday and Saturday to share information, get acquainted with new “cousins” 
and renew the kinship with others who attended the LFHP workshop in Campton in 2005.  The Lawson Family 
Heritage Program is now an international group with members in Germany, Australia, and Argentina, and is 
engaged in ongoing research which includes the Lawson Surname DNA study. 
The group visited the Scottish Rebel’s grave for a wreath-laying memorial on Saturday afternoon.    He is buried 
on land he owned in Virginia in what is now the Lawson Confederate Memorial Cemetery at Snowflake, Virginia.  
Descendents still own the land.    
Sara Dougherty Carter, wife of A. P. Carter and cousin to Maybelle Carter, who made up the original Carter Family 
musical group, was also a descendent of William Lawson.   The group attended the performance at the Carter Fold 
and Museum in Hiltons, Virginia, at the foot of Clinch Mountain, on Saturday night where they were recognized 
for their kinship to the legendary Sara.  Her grandchildren operate the venue dedicated to the performance of 
traditional and mountain music with a show every Saturday night. It is near Kingsport, Tennessee, in southwest 
Virginia.
The Fold is part of the Crooked Road, Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail, and a driving route through part of  the 
Appalachian Mountains.  The trail connects major heritage music stops  in the Appalachian region such as the 
Blue Ridge Music Center, Birthplace of Country Music Alliance, Ralph Stanley’s home and festival, and the Carter 
Family Fold and Museum.   The 250-mile musical journey in southwest Virginia  begins at Ferrum and ends at 
Clintwood.   The area is bounded by the Blue Ridge, Allegheny and Cumberland mountains, which rang with the 
musical sounds of country and mountain music for more than a century before it had a name.  It became “Hilbilly 
Music” in 1925.   In 1927, Bristol, Tenn., in the Southwest Blue Ridge Highlands, was the location of the first 
country music recordings ever made for national distribution and included the Carters and Jimmie Rodgers.  
Bob, Kerry, and Fran Lawson provided musical entertainment at the Gathering in Kingsport on Friday night with 
a selection of Carter Family songs in tribute to their famous cousin.  “Keep on the Sunny Side,”  “Will the Circle 
Be Unbroken,” and “Are You Lonesome Tonight?,” (later recorded by Elvis Presley), “Wildwood Flower” and 
“Bury Me Beneath the Willow” are a few of the most popular of the more than 300 songs they wrote and recorded 
between 1927 and 1943 when Sara retired from music and settled in California with her husband, Coy Bays.   Sara 
never enjoyed the fame of Jimmie Rodgers because it was groundbreaking for a woman to record and appear 
in public at that time but she laid the foundation for the many female singers who came after her.   “Mother”  
Maybelle and her daughters, including June Carter Cash, continued to record and became icons at the Grand Ole 
Opry. 
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Newspaper Clipping Preservation
From a television program:  “Home Matters”
This preservative will keep newspaper clippings from turning yellow. 
Always remember to keep clippings out of direct sunlight

MAKES APPROXIMATELY 1 QUART
1 quart warm club soda
1 milk of magnesia tablet
Pour the club soda into a bowl. Drop the milk of magnesia tablet into the club soda and let 
it dissolve overnight.  Stir mixture before using. Pour the preservative mixture onto a cookie 
sheet with high sides. 
Place the clippings in the liquid one layer at a time and let them get completely saturated. 
Carefully remove the clipping and let them dry on a flat surface. 



I wanted to share with you my thoughts on visiting the site
of the Culloden battlefi eld, where William Lawson was taken prisoner.

The fi eld is in a peaceful, heather-fi lled moor just south of Inverness. A Scottish 
National Historical Society group takes care of it. Not much to see today of course, 
but I did fi nd the probable spot where the Lawsons stood with their Stewart of 
Atholl and MacLaren allies. Also the rock that marks their fi nal resting place if 
they died on the moor. It was quite an experience and it gives one quite a chill to 
realize that if this battle had not been fought we wouldn’t even be here.
A cairn, fi nal resting place stones of the various clans, and some graves of the 
English soldiers dot the fi eld, and there is a large cairn with an inscription on it. 
I’ll send that along later.

The week following our visit to that site, our tour director announced that we 
could win a prize if we wrote the best poem or limerick about our experiences 
on the trip. I wrote about the battle and my ancestor William without mention-
ing him by name, and took fi rst place (a fi fth of a litre of 80 proof Irish Whiskey, 
which is something I really need.
Anyway, I thought I would share the poem, since it applies to you just as it does 
to me. (Hey, I even made a couple of people cry!)

From one of our newest members, Jim Baker, upon returning 
from a recent trip to Scotland
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“Everyone should do all in his power to collect and 
disseminate the truth in the hope that it may find a 
place in history and descend to posterity.”  
Robert E. Lee

MY ANCESTOR

On Culloden Moor 
  A battle was fought,
Where hope was lost
  And all for naught.

But in that battle
  A young lad was taken,
His future in doubt,
  But his spirit unshaken.

Sent to America
  And sold as a slave,
He remained defi ant,
  Resolute, and brave.

He dealt his new masters
  Misery and ills,
Before making his escape
  To the Carolina hills.

Finding a home
  And fi nding a wife,
He settled down
  To a Virginia life.

But war came again
  In the form of Revolution,
And the now middle-aged 
man
  Joined with resolution.

At Culloden Moor
  A battle was fought,
Where hope was lost
  And all for naught.

But that battle (in a sense)
 Set my ancestor free,
And an end result
  (In a sense) was me!

Jim Barker September, 2006

How Did the Thorny Thistle Become a National Emblem?

A long time ago, when Scotland was ravaged by Viking invaders, a group 
of Scottish fighting men were resting overnight in a filed. Unknown to 
them a raiding party was preparing to attack them under the cover of 
darkness.  As the attacking Vikings approached the encamped Scots, they 
stepped into a patch of thistles with their bare feet and let out cries of pain 
as the thorns dug deep into their soles and toes.  The Scots, awakened and 
alerted to danger, were able to fight off the attackers.  So, from that day, 
legend has it, the Scottish Thistle was highly regarded- and soon adopted 
as Scotland’s National Emblem. 



LFHP PLANS FOR UPCOMING YEAR
Over the past two years we have been working to develop a program to share our information between us, gain new 
family members in each of our Family Groups, and look to the postings that we see on line to find out where any 
mis-information may stem from. 
family members in each of our Family Groups, and look to the postings that we see on line to find out where any 
mis-information may stem from. 
family members in each of our Family Groups, and look to the postings that we see on line to find out where any 

It has been our goal to post or print only what we can prove, and attempt to eliminate what we prove to be 
incorrect. In saying that, we have followed many postings, and have tracked them down to their originator, to find 
that they themselves acknowledge their errors. 
This is what we know. 
There are three birth records for a William Lawson born in Scotland around the time of our William (1731).  We 
now have in our possession those three records.  At this time there is no proof that any of these are our William. 
We will not jump to conclusions. If you have postings on your site that offer the parents of Our Rebel, please offer 
the source of your information.  We would like to share in a copy of this documentation as well. 
We will not jump to conclusions. If you have postings on your site that offer the parents of Our Rebel, please offer 
the source of your information.  We would like to share in a copy of this documentation as well. 
We will not jump to conclusions. If you have postings on your site that offer the parents of Our Rebel, please offer 

The William Lawson of Virginia who Married Rebecca Jane Banks is NOT our William Lawson.  Research is 
ongoing, with one possibility being that our William’s Rebecca was a Travis.  We have heard stories that he married 
an Indian woman, and if this is the case chances are that we will not find any marriage records, as the Indians did 
not recognize the white man’s ritual. 
Through recent DNA tests of a proven descendant, Reverend Jeremiah Lawson (1773)  is not a son of our William 
Lawson (1731).  The timing of his Methodist work was such that placed him in the area of our family.  He has a 
completely different Haplotype, and none of his markers are a match to our Lawson DNA donors. The person that 
will be continuing the research for this family is Seborn Thomas seborn@classicnet.net, along with Nancy Foley 
Johnson.   We want to thank Eugene and Dorothy Lawson for their recent help.  
will be continuing the research for this family is Seborn Thomas seborn@classicnet.net, along with Nancy Foley 
Johnson.   We want to thank Eugene and Dorothy Lawson for their recent help.  
will be continuing the research for this family is Seborn Thomas seborn@classicnet.net, along with Nancy Foley 

Henry Lawson (abt. 1810), son of Travis (1766) & Martha Maysie Simpkins is found in Cass County, Missouri 
in 1850.  He is with his third wife, Nancy Alexander.  He was found thanks to a DNA test completed by male 
descendant.  What is most interesting is that this descendant spells his last name LOSSON.  We have completed a 
second DNA test from this line, and the results are conclusive that they are descendants of Travis.  We are hunting 
for a Male Descendant of Henry (1810) from a different son than William, in hopes that we can firm up the parents 
of William Lawson (1859). 

There is a William (1836)  who married Emily Cornwell. They are also found in 1850 Cass County, Missouri. 
William (1836) is thought to have died around 1866.  Emily moved to Paul’s Valley in Oklahoma and started a 
new life with their young son William Riley (1859).  Emily and her second husband James Gardner raised a family, 
of which William Riley, his step- father, and step-brothers all became U.S. Marshals.  We are hoping to offer a 
complete story on their family in a future issue. 

In attempting to find proof of various postings, the leaders of the LFHP have agreed that the most important way 
to counter-act mis-information  is to offer correct information.  We have decided that in order to do this we would 
like to have ONE HOST FAMILY SITE on line, and have chosen that of Patti Lawson to be that host site.
Her work is posted on Ancestry.com http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=patti-lawson&id=I00086
and My family.com. Contact Patti to help you access this site.  If you do not have a subscription to Ancestry.com 
take some time to visit your local library, as most offer this program for free. You can access Patti’s online tree on 
the FREE Rootweb site: http://wc.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=patti-lawson&id=I00086. We are 
currently working with Patti to put a plan into place to be able to add your files to hers.  If you use a FTM you 
know that you cannot just ‘merge”  large files without a major catastrophe. We hope to have directions in the 
December newsletter as to how we plan to achieve this.  If you have found documentation of someone shown 
on her online tree please email her and give her the document number along with the location of the document, 
(ex.) Kentucky Death Certificate #12345 issued in Pendleton County, Kentucky.  Include any additional info from 
the document such as the informant on a death certificate along with the cemetery or the minister and witnesses 
on a marriage document.  If you see any errors on your direct line on her postings, she is anxious to make the 
corrections. We also encourage you to support anyone in your family group who has on line postings, and add your 
family information and photos to their sites.If you do not work with a family tree program, we hope that you are in 
contact with someone in
family information and photos to their sites.If you do not work with a family tree program, we hope that you are in 
contact with someone in
family information and photos to their sites.If you do not work with a family tree program, we hope that you are in 

 your family group who will be willing to add your efforts to their FTM.   
family information and photos to their sites.If you do not work with a family tree program, we hope that you are in 

 your family group who will be willing to add your efforts to their FTM.   
family information and photos to their sites.If you do not work with a family tree program, we hope that you are in 

Also in the December issue we will compile a listing of who has available sites for each family group.  Please let us 
know if you have your family information posted so that we can add it to this listing.  Also if your site is an open 
site, or if a user name and password is needed.
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MORE TO DNA THAN JUST OUR LAWSON’S
By: Julie Miller

We who are interested in the Lawson surname project are fortunate to have Carl Lawson’s website to show us in 
a simple understandable way the DNA chart for this project.
If you look at the chart on Carl’s website you will see the very distinct patterns for the various Lawson family 
members who have tested and whose results have been received to date. 
http://carl.lawson.net/Pages/DNA_Project_37%20markers.html

It can easily be seen just which of the men tested belong to our Lawson family and which ones are definitely not 
related. 
As an example notice this differences between the first group whose haplogroup is I1a and includes the group 
known as the Falling River Lawsons and group #11 which is R1b1c which includes our group designated as 
William Lawson “The Rebel”. 

You should realize that these tests can’t tell you anything about the six great-grandparents that weren’t your 
father’s father’s father or your mother’s mother’s mother. With each preceding generation, DNA records a 
smaller and smaller part of your heritage. 

In fact what it has really done is to corroborate and add an extra level of detail to our existing documentary 
researches. Without hypotheses to be proved, much of the data would have less meaning. The first conclusion to 
draw then is that DNA testing complements documentary research; it is not a substitute for it. It is a tool, a new 
and powerful tool that provides unique information, but only one of many in the family historian’s toolbox. 

On another level the testing program has given us a set of hints about where to look next for the corroborating 
documentary evidence that is required to accurately build a family tree.
Pedigrees based on genetic markers can reveal relationships not detectable in genealogies based only on names, 
written records, or oral traditions. 

You can use DNA to reconstruct genealogies using genetic information. This information can be used to 
resolve “blocked” genealogies where information is incomplete or missing due to lack of records, illegitimacy, 
or adoption, and which has prevented the linking of families. This also allows for the molecular identification 
of missing relatives. New genealogical links will be established between living individuals by identifying or 
confirming suspected lineages that are currently impossible to resolve using traditional methods.

DNA provides accuracy for genealogists:
The rise of the computer and the Internet has been a mixed blessing for genealogists. Unfortunately, many 
genealogists contribute to the Internet’s biggest genealogical problem by disseminating erroneous genealogical 
data that are time consuming to track down and correct. Now, the rise of genetics may finally give us a tool to 
validate the accuracy of careful research and expose erroneous ancestral lines. 

Page 5 of 6

Our Surname…….LAWSON
While the LFHP is not “Researching” other Lawson Lines, we do feel obligated to share 
when we run across a connection to information that seems to pertain to them.  Several 
other Lawson lines attended the Gathering in Kingsport and, in the spirit of coopera-
tion and sharing, we will forward information to them as deemed pertinent.  Work-
ing together with other Lawson Families could help solve some of our puzzles as well. 



The Lawson Family Heritage 
Program (LFHP) leaders are:

Barb Lawson     
mjla@ismi.net          
 517 546-3285 

P.O. Box 573   Brighton, MI. 48116
   

Julie Miller       
SEASHELLGRAM@aol.com 

317  888-4989

Fran Romine    
fran125@insightbb.com  

   
Toni Beard   

ttbeard@msn.com
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 MORE KIN N’ COUSINS

From our Kingsport workshop, our newest members:

Bob & Cletis Anne (Lawson) Fowler:  William, William (1763), William III
Joe & Shirley Barter: William, William (1763), Jeremiah (1798) Henry D. (1825)
Guy & Barbara Sanders: William, William (1763), Rebecca & John Quillen
David Prather:  William, William (1763), Rebecca & John Quillen
Judy Johnson:  William, William (1763), Rebecca & John Quillen
Victor Holbrok:  William, William (1763), Rebecca & John Quillen
Lon and Margorie Fugate:  William, William (1763), Rebecca & John Quillen
Pat Hatfield:  William, Ann & Thomas Mallett, Sally
Kenneth & Rosalie Stallard:  William, William (1763), Jeremiah (1798) Henry D. (1825)
Paul & Phyllis Combs:  William, William (1763), Jeremiah (1798) Henry D. (1825)
Ronald & Susannah Lawson: William, William (1763), Jeremiah (1798), William (1820)

If you would like to receive our 
newsletter, it is available on line at 
one of our members sites:  http://
www.texashistoryhunter.com/
wm_lawson.html Or you can google   
“Lawson Family Heritage Program”. 
We will be working this year to put 
our family heritage together on one 
HOST SITE. 

We have chosen this site to be that of 
Patti Lawson 

pixlaw@winco.net   
P.O. Box 192  Alpha, IL. 61415

The DNA charts are available on line 
at Carl Lawson’s website:http://carl.
lawson.net/Pages/DNA_Project_Test_
Results.html

Julie Miller has acquired several marriage records of our ancestors.  In 
the next few issues we will present them to you. Following are the             
records of Betsy Ann Lawson and William Canterbury and the record of        
William Lawson and Nancy Baker.
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