
NEWSLETTER
     Volume 2.  Issue 4

LAWSON FAMILY

HERITAGE PROGRAM

The LFHP newsletter is published four 
times a year by the Lawson Family Heritage 
Program and is dedicated to research on 
William Lawson, Scottish Rebel, thought to 
have been born in Montrose, Scotland, June 
26, 1731, and his descendants.  William 
died in Scott Co., Virginia, Jan. 16, 1826.
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                                                               “HELLO FROM HARLEY”
Harley Steven Little                               
Born Feb. 6, 1928     Died Feb. 1, 2007

Our family must say thank you to a man who shared the knowledge of his family history research with all of 
us.  Harley was serious about his family research and enjoyed sharing with other researchers.  Also, he was 
pleased that others were continuing the family research. 
Harley will truly be missed, but not forgotten, we thank him for all that he has brought to our family.

     His line of descendancy:
     William Lawson (1731)
     Travis (1766) & Martha Maysie Simpkins
     Isaac Ingram & Mary Polly Lawson (1798)
     William P. Lawson (1817) & Sarah Ingram
     William M. Lawson (1850) & Phoebe Jane Swango
     William Everett Little & Josephine Lawson (1887)

Many of us have received letters and e-mails in the past.   His greeting was usually the same, and it is obvious 
from some of the letters that we are fi nding, he never let any communication he received go unanswered.  
Below are a few lines from several different letters from Harley to us. 
“Hello From Harley”
On the Lawson data I have entered into my FTM program, it was entered after a long tedious search project 
and working with the late Mildred Wonn of Owingsville, KY, among others.
Copies of my material were submitted to key individuals that they might benefi t from the very serious work we 
did on the family (nothing had been done before) and then continue with the research.  I am constantly 
correcting and adding to my data.
William’s property on Sugar Run of Little River in Virginia, that property is in what is now PULASKI CO., VA, 
and a community by name of SIMPKINSVILLE is located nearby.  William disposed of that land and 
then moved over on Clinch Mountain and Moccasin Creek at Snow Flake and bought land there later. Of 
course this is where Snow Flake is and part of the land there was still in Lawson hands when I last visited in
the 1970s. 
Colonel William Lawson of Kershaw, S,. called on me in Dayton, Ohio where I lived until retired.  He too 
published a Lawson History and placed copies at his own expense in several major libraries. Col. Bill 
was a descendant of Jeremiah Lawson who had moved from the Maytown area of Morgan Co., KY to a farm 
near Georgetown, KY.  The colonel grew up there and attended the college at Georgetown. His history deals
mostly with his more direct lines but has other info also.  As to printing books it is always desirable that all info 
be correct and up to date.  One should point out however, that sometimes errors beyond control or knowledge 
do appear. I have constantly informed people that any info I submit is subject to correction and necessary 
updates. Anyone who uses census records for a correct spelling is completely foolish!
All my best to you and I am happy that the Lawsons have picked up and are seriously continuing the work that 
I have done on the family.  I am happy for the corrections and also am pleased to see the Rev. 
Jeremiah Lawson is being investigated by using DNA.
We will be gathering communications from Harley and asking Patti Lawson (Our LFHP Host) to place them 
with the ancestor that it most closely pertains to.   If you have had the pleasure of his response to you by letter 
or e-mail, please send a copy to Harley’s Family Group Leader Wayne Williams awayne2nd@wowway.com, 
or mail to LFHP. When Harley joined the efforts of our LFHP he sent us his entire FTM fi le to help with our 
project. Wayne, as his group leader has a copy of this fi le. project. Wayne, as his group leader has a copy of this fi le. 



Book Reviews

William Lawson, A Scottish Rebel
Bill Porter is very close to printing his next edition of his book. We will have ordering information in the next 
newsletter. His prior publications have been sold out and are available only through the used booksellers. 

Early Pioneers on the Three Forks of the Kentucky River
Miles Nicholas Crawford         Cost $43.00
This first book is now in the third publication, available on line through the Owsley County History and Genealogy 
Soc., www.owsleykyhist.org/early_pioneers_book.htm 
The line of descent for the Lawson Section of this book is: 
William (1731),Travis (1766), John (1791)
Miles will soon offer his newest book, Wild, Bitter & Sweet, a collection of his personal sketches, anecdotes, and 
family stories. 

Genealogy of Jeremiah Myron Lawson
Carter County, Kentucky, June 15, 1998, Compiled by Virginia Pauline Lawson Roach Jones
The cost is $25.00 + $5.00 Shipping. There are only few copies remaining. 
The line of descent for this book is:
William (1731),Travis (1766), James (1794) & Mary Polly Ward, Jeremiah M,  (1843) and Mary Linn-Morgan
This book is very extensive, with primary proof documents and 1880 census, along with many photographs. She 
does not offer any data prior to Jeremiah (1843). If you are interested in obtaining a copy, contact your Family 
Group Leader, LFHP or the Query on our Website. 

Holbrook on the Clinch, 1798-2005 (Second Edition).  The purpose of this book is to preserve the intensive 
research into the Holbrook family by Helen Holbrook Thomas and her late sister, Beulah Holbrook Dean, to whom 
the book is dedicated. Compiling of data and editing is by Max Ervin. As the title implies, emphasis is on those 
early descendants of John Holbrook and Mary Cooksey who remained “on the Clinch” in Southwest Virginia, 
although a limited amount of information is also included on those children of John and Mary who moved on to 
Kentucky. Also, some earlier information on the Holbrook line is provided as background. The book contains over 
600 pages total, 8 1/2 x 11, soft cover, comb-spiral bound, not indexed, but with a descendants’ chart which will 
serve somewhat as an index. Appendices include an extensive B&W photo display of 82 pages (584 photographs), 
and 84 pages of copies of many early documents. Information is included on those families inter-marrying with the 
Holbrooks, and many Lawson descendants are included, especially those of Sarah Catherine Lawson, b. 10/5/1853, 
the daughter of Henry D. Lawson and Susannah Bond (of Scott and Wise Counties, VA). Sarah Catherine Lawson 
married Thomas Floyd Holbrook, Sr., and they are the grandparents of one of the authors, Helen Holbrook Thomas.             
Price: $60 plus $5 S&H.  To order please contact  Maxwell Ervin  maxervin@verizon.net or contact LFHP. 
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DNA NEWSLETTERS NOW AVAILABLE

 
Family Tree DNA now has over 132,000 records in their database. Currently there 
are 3,900 surname projects. To read their newsletters, click on the link below: http://
www.familytreedna.com/facts_genes.asp_
You can sign up to have the newsletters emailed to you.

There is a wealth of interesting information in the newsletters and are written in 
terms easily understandable by all.



                                                                      
Joyce Ratliff Wright: William, Travis, Travis S. (1813),  Mary E. Montgomery

Michael Lawson:  William, Travis, Jeremiah (1809), Solomon Cox, Oscar, Ernest

Michael Edward Lawson: William, Travis, Joseph (1794), Edmund R, George W.   (Mike  is a brother to Suanne  Lawson)

Connie Lawson:  William, Travis,  James & Mary Polly Ward, Jeremiah M. (1843),  Alvin A,  (1889) Oscar 

Kathy Lawson Morton : William, Travis,  James & Mary Polly Ward, Jeremiah M. (1843),  James Stewart Lawson (1875), 
Elmer Lawson

Dale Ratliff; William: Travis, Jeremiah (1809), Maryann (Polly); Joshua Wilson Ratliff; Count Zenzendorf  Ratliff; 
Benjamin Eugene Ratliff

Myra Fields:  William: Travis: John (1791) & Nancy Banks: William Banks Lawson: Francis Marion Lawson; Arthur:
 Ida May Lawson Gross

James Anthony (TONY) Lawson: William, Travis, John (1791)& Elizabeth Woods (2nd wife), Andrew Jackson (1831),Angus Bell 
Lawson, William Green , Lewis Jackson.

Helen Thomas:  William, William II (1763) & Nancy Baker, Jeremiah (1798), Henry D. & Susannah Bond,
Sarah C. Lawson & James Floyd Holbrook

Owen Lawson: William, Travis,  James & Mary Polly Ward, Jeremiah M. (1843),  Alvin A,  (1889) Oscar

Tina Simpkins Cloud: William, Travis, Joseph (1796), William (1817), William Moore. 

Michaela M. Dunkman: William, Travis, Jeremiah (1809) Solomon Cox, Jeremiah M., Esther Dunkman 

Wanda Miller: William, Travis, William (1804), Sarah & Elijah Barker, Georgia Ann Barker Hayes. 

Elaine Jenkins:  William, Sally  & Henry Wood, Henry & Hannah Vinyard, Henry T. & Elvira Vaughn

Even though the DNA test results indicate that Robert Lawson (married to Anna Goad) is not a son of our Rebel, we will continue 
to follow their progress, and as people come to us we will see that they are directed to their Group Leader,   Robin Lawson  
barsmeme@yahoo.com 
Theses people currently are researching Robert and Anna Goad:
Charlene Lawson, Theresa Watson, Kathy Head, Robin Lawson, Andrew Lawson, Rebecca Trent, and Derrick Lawson. 
We will also continue to connect people to the Reverend Jeremiah Lawson (1773), with the group leader:  Thomas and Sylvia 
Seborn   Seborn@classicnet.net 
Those researching this family:  Nancy Lawson, Eugene Lawson and John Chansler

Kin N’ Cousins... we would like to welcome the following members to our family research: 

YOUR KIN OR MINE?
Let’s have a little puzzle, shall we?  If we listen to our family stories, this could pertain to probably every 

line. We all have a William. Who do you think this is? E-mail or write to us if you have an answer or an 
interesting story for the next newsletter.
Brought to us by June Leto, an old posting found on the Rootsweb-Menifee Co, Ky.
Submitted by: Barbara Ingram (Deceased) 
Taken from The Frenchburg, Menifee Co, Kentucky Newspaper August 18, 1950
Federal agents confiscated a 50 gallon pot still in the Mariba section and arrested two men according to 
statement by agent Osmyn Botts.  Arrested were Allen Brooks, 22, Mariba and William Lawson 48, also of 
Mariba.  There were 200 gallons mash, 4 gallons moonshine, 100 pounds sugar, 25 pounds corn malt, and 
minor items.
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SPECIAL NEEDS FOR LFHP PROGRAMS
Our Lawson Family Heritage Program asks for no costs to join in our research program. However, we have a few programs 
that can use your help.
If you receive the newsletter via U.S. Postal service we ask that you reimburse our LFHP member who has volunteered to 
see that you are continually informed of our events.   If you have not done so, please send Joyce Ratliff  $10.00 for a year’s 
newsletters.  This is the last notice you will receive.  A couple members have generously sent more than their share to see 
that Joyce does not have to spend from her own pocketbook. 
Thelma Coleman would like to have a stone placed on her descendant’s grave. 
James Banks Lawson (1822 – 1912) and married Eleanor Bowman. He descends from William (1731), Travis (1766), John 
(1791) & Nancy Banks). He is buried in the Lawson Memorial Cemetery at Mill Creek, Mt. Carmel, Breathitt Co., KY.  If 
you are in her family group, and would like to help, please contact her, or LFHP.
John Lawson (1791) has to have a “Family Group Leader”.  Steven Phillips has resigned the leader role, due to personal and 
business needs.  Barb Lawson has taken this on temporarily, but would like another in their group to take on this duty.  
With being one of the leaders for our LFHP, along with the task of newsletter, it is too much for one person. Contact: 
mjla@ismi.net
Julie Miller would like to order a gravestone for their descendant:
William (1804) and Mary (Dennis) Lawson’s son, John (1832), married Wyatt Ann Milner (1842 – 1924); 
Wyatt is the daughter of Amos and Fanny (Lanter) Milner.
John and Wyatt are both buried in Smith Cemetery, Pendleton County, Kentucky. 
John has a Civil War marker but Wyatt has no marker.
Please e-mail Julie to offer any monetary assistance SEASHELLGRAM@aol.com
Descendants of Travis and Maysie Lawson who attended the 2005 workshop in Campton voted to place a Historical 
Roadside Marker on the side of the road where Travis and Maysie settled in Wolfe County, Kentucky, in 1810. 
In order to have enough space for the amount of information needed to tell their story and list their children, the cost has 
increased from $800.00 to about $1100.  As soon as we verify a couple land documents we will order the Memorial. We are 
in hopes of placing it this next fall.  Any donation to the fund would be greatly appreciated.  Fran Romine is maintaining 
the donated funds:  Fran125@Insightbb.com.
It is our policy not to place personal addresses in our newsletters.  If you do not have e-mail availability, please either call 
the above members, or your group leader, or write to our P.O. Box or Query, and we will put you in touch with them. We 
will forward your contribution to the specific project desired.

DAR/SAR: A CALL TO ARMS 
All you have to do is arm yourself with paper and pen (or computer) to apply for membership to the DAR (Daughters of the 
American Revolution) or the SAR (Sons of the American Revolution).  Anyone who can prove lineal descent from William 
Lawson (1731), our Scottish Rebel, through any of his known children is eligible to join one of the organizations. 
Descendants of William II may join on his record.
The DAR, founded in 1890, is headquartered in Washington, D.C., and presents itself as a “ volunteer women’s service or-
ganization dedicated to promoting patriotism, preserving American history, and securing America’s future through better 
education for children.”  DAR members volunteer many hours to veteran patients and award scholarships and fi nancial aid 
to students as well as provide support to schools for the underprivileged. The DAR has 168,000 members in 3,000 chapters so 
there’s bound to be one near you. Any woman 18 years or older who can prove lineal descent from a patriot of the Ameri-
can Revolution, is eligible for membership.  (www.dar.org for more information) The SAR is a historical, educational, and 
patriotic non-profi t corporation dedicated to maintaining and encouraging the patriotism demonstrated by our ancestors 
during the struggle for independence and is also open to anyone who can prove they descend from a Revolutionary War 
patriot. Their national headquarters is in Louisville, KY. The SAR has several members through William II but none through 
William the Rebel.  They have a copy of the Rebel’s grave marker at the national headquarters and expressed surprise that 
no one has joined through William Lawson Sr. (www.sar.org for more information) A number of other genealogical and 
hereditary societies are also open to those able to prove lineal descent.  Others include Daughters/Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War, United Daughters of the Confederacy and Sons of Confederate Veterans, and United Daughters of 1812.  
Information and links will soon be posted on the LFHP website for all interested individuals.  What better way to honor 
those who served than joining one of these organizations dedicated to preserving the history and story of their service and 
sacrifi ce?  Since several have already joined the DAR, it’s relatively easy to join by using information already on fi le regard-
ing their service and descendants.  If you have questions, contact Fran125@Insightbb.com or watch for more information on 
the LFHP website.   Page 4 of 6
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES TO RAISE COSTS OF DOCUMENTS

The cost for a full CW pension is currently $37. These files are a gold mine of genealogy information.
They are also planning to raise the rates for many other types of file copies.
For all of the good it might do, comments are due at NARA by April 27th. 
Follow the link in the article.  Please pass this on to any of your other lists. 
http://genealogyblog.com/national-archives-of-the-usa/nara-proposes-new-and-much-higher-mail-order-rates-5862
Here is the information from the link above. Do your part to help keep the costs of “OUR HERITAGE” reasonable. 
Why shouldn’t we be able to afford to find out our roots?
NARA Proposes New and Much Higher Mail-Order Rates
Email This Post | by Leland Meitzler | permalink | 2/26/2007 
| 
The following rate hikes are being proposed by the National Archives: 
(1) Passenger arrival lists - NATF Form 81 - $25.00
(2) Federal Census requests - NATF Form 82 - 25.00
(3) Eastern Cherokee applications to the Court of Claims - NATF Form 83 - 25.00
(4) Land entry records - NATF Form 84 - 40.00
(5) Full pension file more than 75 years old (Civil War period) - NATF Form 85 - 125.00
(6) Full pension file more than 75 years old (non-Civil War) - NATF Form 85 - 60.00
(7) Pension documents packet (selected records) - NATF Form 85 - 25.00
(8) Bounty land warrant application files - NATF Form 85 - 25.00
(9) Military service files more than 75 years old - NATF Form 86 - 25.00

See the following website for the list of bureaucratic excuses as to why rates need to be raised from the current $37.00 
to $125.00 for Civil War Pension files.
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/E7-3160.htm 
ADDRESSES: NARA invites interested persons to submit comments on this proposed rule. Comments may be submitted 
by any of the following methods:
Federal Rulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the instructions for submitting comments. 
Fax: Submit comments by facsimile transmission to 301-837-0319.
Mail: Send comments to Regulations Comments Desk (NPOL), Room 4100, Policy and Planning Staff, National Archives 
and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001.
Hand Delivery or Courier: Deliver comments to 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jennifer Davis Heaps at 301-837-1850 or fax at 301-837-0319. Requests 
for copies of the proposed information collection and supporting statement should be directed to Tamee Fechhelm at 
301-837-1694 or fax at 301-837-3213.
Filed: under: National Archives of the U.S.A.
Thank you,
Brian Robinson
Visit www.MidMdRoots.com
for Old Court Records, Tombstone
Inscriptions, Old Newspaper items, etc
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The Lawson Family Heritage 
Program (LFHP) leaders are:

Barb Lawson     
mjla@ismi.net          
 517 546-3285 

P.O. Box 573   Brighton, MI. 48116
   

Julie Miller       
SEASHELLGRAM@aol.com 

317  888-4989

Fran Romine    
fran125@insightbb.com  

   
Toni Beard   

ttbeard@msn.com

If you would like to receive our 
newsletter, it is available on line at 
one of our members sites:  http://
www.texashistoryhunter.com/
wm_lawson.html Or you can google   
“Lawson Family Heritage Program”. 
We will be working this year to put 
our family heritage together on one 
HOST SITE. 

We have chosen this site to be that 
of 

Patti Lawson 
pixlaw@winco.net   

P.O. Box 192  Alpha, IL. 61415

The DNA charts are available on line 
at Carl Lawson’s website:http://carl.
lawson.net/Pages/DNA_Project_
Test_Results.html

PENSION FILES

If you have a Pension file or 
Military information (Prior to 
WWI) for any of your ancestors, 
please contact Fran, as we are 
attempting to put a reference file 
together for the men who have 
served our country.

GENEALOGY OF JEREMIAH MYRON LAWSON, 

CARTER COUNTY KENTUCKY 

Published May 1998 by Virginia Pauline Lawson Roach Jones
From:  Beverly Adams, a niece of Virginia

Virginia Lawson was born the 20th of June 1924 in Canton, Ohio, the daughter of Virginia Lawson was born the 20th of June 1924 in Canton, Ohio, the daughter of 
Henry Vencil Lawson and his second wife, Ruth Harriett Russell. They divorced 
the 29th of August 1924. Virginia lived with her mother until times got too hard, 
and she was sent to a children’s home to live. She didn’t meet her father until she 
was 14 years old.
Fast forward to the early 1990’s. Virginia became curious about her Lawson Fam-
ily and began a journey to fi nd them. She started making phone calls and arrang-
ing visits. She and her husband Fred Jones traveled all over Indiana, Ohio and 
Kentucky meeting family she didn’t know she had. She took photos, collected old 
photos, wrote down stories and recorded family information as it was told to her. 
She didn’t have the modern convenience of the Internet, so everything was writ-
ten down by hand and then typed up for publication.
In 1998, The Genealogy of Jeremiah Myron Lawson was self published by Virgin-
ia and her husband at their printing shop, Hilltop Printing, in Spencer, Indiana.  
This informative history of Jeremiah and his descendants consists of 14 chapters 
and 195 pages of the information Virginia compiled about her Lawson family.
Fast forward to 2007. Virginia and Fred Jones sold the printing business and 
moved to Plainfi eld, Indiana. Some of her cousins that didn’t know each other 
have met through the miracle of the Internet and are using Virginia’s book as the 
basis for continuing her research.
See the Book Review article in this newsletter for details of ordering. 


