
NEWSLETTER
     Volume 3.  Issue 2

LAWSON FAMILY

HERITAGE PROGRAM

The LFHP newsletter is published four 
times a year by the Lawson Family Heritage 
Program and is dedicated to research on 
William Lawson, Scottish Rebel, thought to 
have been born in Montrose, Scotland, June 
26, 1731, and his descendants.  William 
died in Scott Co., Virginia, Jan. 16, 1826.
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 From Kathy McKinney (Sue E. Ingram’s grand-daughter) 
   
When I find a census on line and print it.   I then turn the page over and print off the index on the 
backside. This sure makes a lot of sense, as you have the mis-spellings from the index, as well as having 
only one page, any hand written notes can be on this back side instead of on the census report.
     
Doing some of the genealogy research with Ancestry.com, I came across the Kentucky Vital Records 
Project, where I download death certificate images for a given year.  Usually 25 at a time.  I crop and 
resize the images and upload them and they take it from there.  It’s really fun and I’ve already done 
about 100 or 125 images for 1916.  They work with you in giving you specific county(s) that you would 
prefer to work with.  After every thing’s done, the images go on line for everyone to access. http://
kyvitals.com/      

From Pam Phillips, one of our newest members: 
      
Pam writes: Strangely enough, the reason why I found your website is because I now live in Scotland 
County, NC.  Our marching band did a show in 2004 using the music “Culloden” by Julie Giroux.  
(I’m including the web address if you’d like to listen to the Music and read the history behind her 
composition: http://juliegiroux.www2.50megs.com/grade5.html

From Julie Miller:
PARISH REGISTERS, which listed the 
Processioning of lands.
The original Virginia State Act for 
processioning of lands was passed 
in 1662. It required that all land 
be processioned every four years 
by walking and marking anew the 
boundaries of each person’s land area. 
Since land boundaries were described 
by rivers, trees, rocks and adjacent 
land 
owners, it was necessary to continually 
redefine and clarify the boundaries 
to avoid disputes that might arise over 
boundary lines. 

From Reva Lawson Klinck
       A Lawson Reunion is being held Sept. 08, 2007 at Menifee 
Park on Hwy 460, near West Liberty, Kentucky. My daughter 
and I have made plans to attend. Along with my cousin William 
Darley Lawson and his wife Jean.
       I don’t know exactly who is holding the reunion, I found 
out from my cousin William Lawson, he was notified by Ona 
Lee Helton.  
     Ona Lee is daughter of William Ford Lawson, who is son of 
Simeon Lawson, who is son of Alexander Lawson, who is son 
of Henry Lawson, who is son of Travis Lawson, who is son of 
William “the Rebel” Lawson. 
     Simeon is my grandfather William Bruce Lawson’s brother. 
My father used to speak of his uncle Sim often.   

Family Gatherings and ReunionsFamily Gatherings and Reunions
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From Tina Cloud

In some note Uncle Harley Little gave me about five years ago, he has Mayzie – Maysi’s year of birth as 
ca 1767.  I’m sure we have all seen where census records could be off in age.  
Researchers must be aware of the laws that caused a record to be created and how legal changes affect 
the records used. In October 1776, entail was abolished. On 1 January 1786, the English system of 
primogeniture ceased in Virginia. These two events affected the content of probate records.  Under 
primogeniture, Virginia wills may not always name the wife or the eldest son of the testator.  Their 
inheritance of real estate was set by law, the widow receiving her dower, or one-third, for her lifetime 
and the eldest son, as heir at law, receiving the remaining two-thirds unless otherwise specified in the 
father’s will.  After the Revolutionary War, when Virginia’s general inheritance law took effect, all 
heirs of intestate estates inherited equally.

From Fran Romine: 
    
 Many Lawson families have roots in Virginia.  This is a site worthy of a good hunt. These people are 
putting the actual tax list images online - free. “1790” / “1800” County Tax Lists of Virginia
 http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~ysbinns/vataxlists/index.htm                                    
    
 Another site for Tax records in Virginia is: Russell County, Virginia Free Census, Tax & Land and 
Birth, Marriage & Death Records Online http://www.magoffincountyroots.com/russell_county__
virginia_ct___.html

From Kenny Stallard
     
Kenny is working on a photographic journal of Scott County Va. cemeteries, and adding documents to 
the Scott County Website..  www.rootsweb.com/~vaschs2 . 

Tips To Treasure

Many of our tips will lead you to On-line data bases.   If you do not have a 
computer and internet access at home, please take the time to visit a library. 
Ask the librarian for a little help if you need it.  Just go to our LFHP site:     
http://lawson-family-heritage-program.com/

And, while you are there, take a look at what Patti Lawson has on your family 
line.  Let us know if anything needs changing.  
http://wc.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=patti-lawson&id=I00086



Kin N’ Cousins... we would like to welcome the following members to our family research: 

Page 3 of 8

                                                        
Edna Hardman: William, Travis, James (1794) & Mary Polly Ward, Nancy J. Lawson & Levi H. Sparks, Sarah 
Susan Sparks & John Boggs
Edna Hardman: William, Travis, James (1794) & Mary Polly Ward, Nancy J. Lawson & Levi H. Sparks, 
Susan Sparks & John Boggs
Edna Hardman: William, Travis, James (1794) & Mary Polly Ward, Nancy J. Lawson & Levi H. Sparks, 

Lois Hainstock:  William, Travis, Joseph (1796), Franklin T. (1839), Sarah (1875), Nellie Viola. 

Kendel Culbertson: William, Travis, Mary Polly Lawson & Isaac Ingram, Andrew & Rhoda Swango, Mary E. 
& Henry Helton, Rhoda & William T. Culbertson, Ben & Alma Landrum, Warren & Pauline Culbertson. 
Kendel Culbertson: William, Travis, Mary Polly Lawson & Isaac Ingram, Andrew & Rhoda Swango, Mary E. 
& Henry Helton, Rhoda & William T. Culbertson, Ben & Alma Landrum, Warren & Pauline Culbertson. 
Kendel Culbertson: William, Travis, Mary Polly Lawson & Isaac Ingram, Andrew & Rhoda Swango, Mary E. 

Jean Yelton: William, William (1763), William (1799) & Elizabeth Taylor, Robert W. (1851) & Mary J. Neal,  
Roy E.  (1894),  Roy E.  (1920)
Jean Yelton: William, William (1763), William (1799) & Elizabeth Taylor, Robert W. (1851) & Mary J. Neal,  
Roy E.  (1894),  Roy E.  (1920)
Jean Yelton: William, William (1763), William (1799) & Elizabeth Taylor, Robert W. (1851) & Mary J. Neal,  

Pam Phillips: William, William (1763), Jeremiah (1798) & C. McConnell, Susannah & Hazelton Stallard, 
Malinda & Richard A.Holbrook, Dana  & R. James. 
Pam Phillips: William, William (1763), Jeremiah (1798) & C. McConnell, Susannah & Hazelton Stallard, 
Malinda & Richard A.Holbrook, Dana  & R. James. 
Pam Phillips: William, William (1763), Jeremiah (1798) & C. McConnell, Susannah & Hazelton Stallard, 

Bonnie Collins: William, Travis, Mary Polly Lawson & Isaac Ingram, Sarah Ingram & William P. Lawson,  
Lewis Lawson & Delphia Lawson, 
Bonnie Collins: William, Travis, Mary Polly Lawson & Isaac Ingram, Sarah Ingram & William P. Lawson,  
Lewis Lawson & Delphia Lawson, 
Bonnie Collins: William, Travis, Mary Polly Lawson & Isaac Ingram, Sarah Ingram & William P. Lawson,  

Kathy Harris: William, Travis, John (1791) & Nancy Banks, Joseph (1819) & Susanna Lunsford, James (1853) & 
Sarah VanCleve), Lou Alice & Harrison King, Bessie King.
Kathy Harris: William, Travis, John (1791) & Nancy Banks, Joseph (1819) & Susanna Lunsford, James (1853) & 
Sarah VanCleve), Lou Alice & Harrison King, Bessie King.
Kathy Harris: William, Travis, John (1791) & Nancy Banks, Joseph (1819) & Susanna Lunsford, James (1853) & 

Venessa Crawford:  William, Travis, James (1794), James M. (1828), Daniel Peter, John Wesley (1891), 

Linda Midgett:  William, William (1763), Jeremiah (1798) & Catherine McConnell, William B. (1820) & 
Martha Davis, Sarah Jane & David McGlone, George McGlone
Linda Midgett:  William, William (1763), Jeremiah (1798) & Catherine McConnell, William B. (1820) & 
Martha Davis, Sarah Jane & David McGlone, George McGlone
Linda Midgett:  William, William (1763), Jeremiah (1798) & Catherine McConnell, William B. (1820) & 

Julie Copple: William, Travis, Henry (1810), Joseph (1853), William (1892)

Correction to Vol.3 Issue 1  --  Kin n’ Cousins

An error was made in the line of descent when welcoming Tina Cloud. 
Tina’s line is: William (1731) & Rebecca; Travis (1766) & Martha Maysie Simpkins; Joseph (1796) & MaryAnn 
An error was made in the line of descent when welcoming Tina Cloud. 
Tina’s line is: William (1731) & Rebecca; Travis (1766) & Martha Maysie Simpkins; Joseph (1796) & MaryAnn 
An error was made in the line of descent when welcoming Tina Cloud. 

The Great Wagon Road
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
The Great Wagon Road, which ran from Pennsylvania to North Carolina then from Pennsylvania to Georgia, was one of 
the most heavily traveled major routes for settlers in all America.
Beginning in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the Great Wagon Road ran through the southern Pennsylvania region today 
known as Pennsylvania Dutch Country, passing through the towns of Lancaster and York. The road crossed South 
Mountain, part of the Blue Ridge Mountains, and entered the Cumberland Valley, part of the Great Appalachian Valley. 
Turning southwest, the road crossed the Potomac River and continued southwest through the Shenandoah Valley, 
following an old Native American path. The Shenandoah portion of the road is also known as the Valley Pike. South of 
Shenandoah Valley, the road reached the Roanoke River at the town of Big Lick (today, Roanoke, Virginia).
From there, the Great Wagon Road passed through the Roanoke River Gap to the east side of the Blue Ridge, and 
continued south through the Piedmont region and the present-day North Carolina towns of Winston-Salem, Salisbury, and 
Charlotte, ultimately reaching Augusta, Georgia on the Savannah River.
South of Roanoke, the Great Wagon Road was also called the Carolina Road.
At Roanoke a road forked southwest, leading into the upper New River Valley and on to the Holston River in the upper 
Tennessee Valley, from which the Wilderness Road led into Kentucky.
In doing some research on Martha Simpkins, wife of Travis Lawson, we found the above information on the Great Wagon 
Road and thought we’d pass it along thinking it might be of use to other researchers.   
One thing we noted was that the road passed through Maryland and some travelers from NY might have stopped for a spell 
in MD on the way.  Note where the road forked at Roanoke up into the New River Valley and eventually on into Ky.  This 
would explain how so many of those New Yorkers/easterners ended up in Montgomery County, Virginia.



Helping Hands

Since we have begun,  we have received notes, e-mails and queries from Lawson descendants that are not of our 
Rebel. 

I don’t know about the rest of you, but I know that some of us just cannot toss these to the side without a hunt. 

With one of these letters, I (Barb) worked with a man in Seattle Washington. Of course he had a William Lawson in 
his ancestral background.  What I believe we found, working with him,  is that he descends from Morman (Moorman, 
Moreman) Lawson, and is part of the Hawkins Tennessee Lawson’s found in that area from the 1840 Hawkins County 
census, settling in 1850 in Pulaski Co., KY., later in Knox, Bell and Laurel counties.  Other brothers of Morman are 
found in these counties of KY.   We believe that this Lawson line is that of Bartholomew, with a strong feeling that 
the “Drury/Drewry” that we have seen mismatched to our Rebel is also a part of. 

I contacted Carl Lawson regarding DNA, and he directed me to a man who tested for this line, and the two of these 
researchers are now working together on this line.  

Another inquiry was from a lady who’s ancestor led her to a Thomas Lawson, and a few of us worked as a team to 
see if we could fi nd anything for her.  We were quite successful and have received many thank you notes from our 
newfound friend Hazel Lawson. This was the most recent thank you from her: 

Hi:   I just wanted to thank you again for your quick response to me, and  for the kindness of assistance.  As soon as 
the Death Certifi cates arrive for  Daisy and hubby Everett Lawson, I’ll let you know what they refl ect (parents,  etc. 
and cause of death). Yesterday, I also ordered one for Thomas Lawson, the father of Everett, and  again, will share 
that data with you.

I hope this fi nds you and family well - and am sending to you –
Love From My  Heart - Sincerely and Always A Friend - Hazel 

Just prior to this newsletter I received an e-mail inquiring about a Lawson Descendant, his ancestor was William Law-
son, b:1814, Washington Co., KY. In pulling the 1850 census and going back in time, through several Rootsweb fi les 
and census, I believe this William descends from the line of Lawsons that were born in King William Co., VA., that of 
Nathan Lawson (1755).  He is not of our Rebel.  I will keep in touch with this person, and,  as there is a Lawson Male 
living in their family, I am hoping that he would take a DNA test that would help this entire line. 
In helping others, even those not of our line of research, we are helping ourselves.  As we become familiar with the 
other Lawson Families that settled in the same states as ours, we can begin to separate them. 

There is still much to be learned about our Ancestor, William Lawson (1731) of Scotland. There may be children we 
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do not know of, and there may be children that have been noted as “Possibly of the Rebel” do not know of, and there may be children that have been noted as “Possibly of the Rebel” 
that we have proven to not be of his blood.  In fi nding kin around the world and making that we have proven to not be of his blood.  In fi nding kin around the world and making 
their connections, we can possibly learn more of William. 

Toni Beard receives all the queries from our website, and if they permit her to share their Toni Beard receives all the queries from our website, and if they permit her to share their 
information, she tries to connect them with other researchers as well.  Patti and Sherry information, she tries to connect them with other researchers as well.  Patti and Sherry 
have also received correspondence and do the same. 

As we have said many times….Our LFHP is “Researching Descendants of William Lawson As we have said many times….Our LFHP is “Researching Descendants of William Lawson 
(1731) of Scotland”, but it doesn’t take much effort to take a stroll on another trail.  You (1731) of Scotland”, but it doesn’t take much effort to take a stroll on another trail.  You 
never know what little treasures you may fi nd. 



Page 5 of 8

Land Grants of William (1731),  Will of William (1763),  and Virginia Legisative 
Report Error 

We want to say thank you to Glenn Conrad for his contribution to us of these documents. They are now 
on our website, and they have been sent to be added to the Scott County website. 

You will not believe who signed the Land Grants for William (1731)!

It seems as though every time another look is taken at a document, more information is unearthed.

After closely looking at the Will of William (1763), we find that the name we thought to be Louisa 
Lawson who married Frederick Fulkerson, is not LOUISA, but Levina.  She has been seen in several 
researchers’ reports as Lovina, and the census finds the spelling as Lavina. 

We find Lavina Fulkserson  (58) in the 1850 Census, Beaublossom, Monroe Co., IN.    She is listed with 
her children: Nancy (32), Catharine (28), James A. (22).

Later in this will his daughter  Servina Cox is mentioned. We know her husband to be John Cox. 

A lot of work needs to be done on this line.  We are hoping to find someone who would like to help 
with this research. 

Glenn also found a file from the State of Virginia where there is a discrepancy with a burial of a William 
Lawson Jr., belonging to our Rebel. 

The report is from the “Joint Legistlative Audit and Review Committee of the Virginia General 
Assembly, and  it is titled “Interim Special report: Revolutionary War Veterans Gravesites in Virginia” 
Appendix D: veterans by Locality of Burial, Page 63. http://jlarc.state.va.us/Meetings/December99/
revwarbrf.pdf.  If you do a search on the title of this report you will see other topics of interest regarding 
this report. 

This report correctly identifies William (1731) Death 1826 Buried: Lawson Confederate Cemetery: 
Snowflake Community.  In the next column it states: Son (also William) served too, and is believed 
buried in Wabash, Illinois.

We have proven that this son is NOT our William (1763), but a son of another Lawson Family, possibly 
who’s mother was Rebecca Jane Banks and Father William Lawson who went to Georgia from Virginia.  
We have found pension files and tax records to support this. 
Good hunting Glenn! Thanks for bringing all of this to our LFHP. 
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Watermelon Time

Two of the children of Travis Lawson (1766), (son of William Lawson 1731), were John Lawson (who first 
married Nancy Banks), and Sarah Lawson (18010 (who married Hiram Ingram).
From Jim and Barb Lawson:
Jim’s line of descent is: William (1731), Travis (1766), John Lawson (1791) and Nancy Banks, William Banks 
(1825) and Emoline Bowman, Jasper Green (1869) and Cora Bowman.
Our family stories tell us that if it were not for the caring of Sarah Lawson Ingram this branch of our Lawson’s 
would not be what they are today.  
John Lawson (1791) son of Travis and Maysie was first married to Nancy Banks.  They had four children, 
Joseph B. (1819), James Banks (1822), William (1825), and Mary Polly (1827).  Nancy died shortly after the 
birth of Mary Polly.  The details and date are unknown. 
Sarah Lawson and her husband Hiram Ingram took John’s children into their family.  Not much after,  Hiram 
died, it is believed during a Cholera Epidemic, along with their daughters.   Jim’s Granny, Lou Ellen Cundiff 
Lawson told that Sarah raised these children as her own, and it wasn’t until they were older that they even Lawson told that Sarah raised these children as her own, and it wasn’t until they were older that they even 
knew they carried the Lawson name.  
This photograph below is of Jasper Green Lawson (b: 1869), son of William Banks Lawson. This photograph below is of Jasper Green Lawson (b: 1869), son of William Banks Lawson. 
The story and photo of Jasper’s Watermelons 
(ca:1947) comes from Forrest Bryant (b: 1937).  
Forrest’s mother was Lucy Lawson, daughter of 
Jasper Green. 

Forrest remembers back when he was a young boy, 
Jasper came to live with their family.  In the spring 
he would get the help of Forest and his younger 
brother David.  He would take them up on a hill….
Jasper said it had to be ‘Virgin Ground”,  soil that 
that never had plantings of any kind, and show them 
how to clear the hill with hand held hoes.   Then he 
would plant his watermelon seeds, ones that he had 
kept from the previous harvest. 

Jasper directed the boys to carry water and fertilizer 
up the hill all season, until they were ready for 
harvest.  Then they would carefully roll them down 
the hill, to find that Jasper would not let them cut a 
one, but insisted that they would be placed under the one, but insisted that they would be placed under the 
beds for some time.  

When he said it was time, they would invite 
the entire family and friends over for a feast on 
watermelons.  Forrest remembers that they were the 
sweetest he had ever tasted. 
From Kathy McKinney:
Kathy’s line of descent is: William (1731), Travis (1766), Sarah (1801) & Hiram Ingram, William Hiram 
Ingram (1822), Fletcher Tivis Ingram (1867), Sue Elizabeth Ingram (1890), Mary E. Ingram (1915).



(L-R) Ernest & Florence Tackett, my mom Mary 
[Ingram] McKinney and Franklin Johnson, who 
was Charlotte [Ingram] Johnson’s son.  Ernest & 
Florence adopted him after his mother’s death. 
Richard Ingram has tentatively identified the 
people with my mom and says that Ernest is 
wearing driving goggles on his head.  There is 
nothing on the backside of the photo.
Phoebe A. Ingram was a granddaughter of Sarah 
Lawson Ingram via her son, William Hiram 
Ingram. Phoebe married Jim Jones. Sue Ingram 
left her daughter, Mary E. with Phoebe and Jim 
to live with them while she went to Indianapolis 
to earn some money.  I think she lived with 
them for five years, though grandma came to see 
her quite often.   
 Phoebe’s sister, Florence, married George 
Ernest Tackett. Upon the death of another sister, 

Charlotte “Lottie” Ingram who had married Benjamin Franklin Johnson, 
Florence and her husband, Ernest, adopted Lottie’s son, Franklin Johnson.                                               
Aunt Phoebe & Uncle Jim raised my mom along with their 2 sons and the family was very close.  Mom was born 
in Plummer’s Landing, KY.  When she was an adult, it was nothing for my mom to jump in the car and drive 
from Indianapolis to Kentucky to visit the family.  I spent many a summer on Aunt Phoebe & Uncle Jim’s farm 
in Flemingsburg and have fond memories. Mom was born in Plummer’s Landing in 1915.The Ingram sisters 
were very close, too. Why not - 7 girls and 5 boys! Mom talked a lot about Maysville, too. 
Clarence “Colonel” Jones  b: 1935, was the son of William Clyde Jones b 1913, son of Phoebe Ingram & Jim 
Jones. William had a brother, Clarence, b 1915.  Colonel’s son, Clayton Jones b 1965, contacted me a while ago 
and was down here in Florida going to seminary school.  I recently located Clayton Jones and he has moved 
from Florida to Alabama.  I have sent him several family photos and have asked him to send me whatever he 
has.  I also spent a lot of summers, as a child, with Aunt Phoebe & Uncle Jim at their place in Flemingsburg.       
I remember as a kid we rode mules or horses bareback thru muck and tall fields to get to someone’s place. The 
first time I was barefoot and fell off, landing in the red muck and it squishing between my toes. It was so gross!  
I thought it was horse dung! I distinctly remember everyone laughing about it, though I didn’t think it was 
funny at the time.”    
“The front porch may have been 
added later.  I remember the back 
screened porch with tin roof, 
and just outside was the well and 
pump.  Man, I have wonderful 
memories of being there - watching 
Aunt Phoebe take down her hair, 
unbraid it and combing it. Going 
outside to pump water for my 
bath in the big kitchen sink. I also 
remember the chamber pot but 
not much of the outhouse (must 
be blocked memories!). And of 
almost cutting my hand off with a 
machete trying to cut tobacco and 
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being chased by a cow!  Uncle Jim in the rocking chair under a tree with his twist of chew tobacco and calling 
the cats in a deep voice and drawing out the words “ kiiitttty, kiiitttty “.  I guess it was a Southern thing.”
I don’t know when she got back together with grandma and her 3 siblings, or how long she lived with Aunt 
Phoebe & Uncle Jim.  



Another mystery, is that all her married life, and as long as we have known her, she used “Woodson” as 
her middle name.  Her birth certificate says Mary E. Ingram.  In her last months, my older sister, Sandy, 
recorded her talking about her childhood and Sandy asked her where the name Woodson came from.  She 
said that was a nickname the kids gave her (Probably on the farm) and she never liked it.  Yet she used 
it all her life.  In fact, as a young couple my parents were known by their nicknames – Woody & Holly 
(my dad’s middle name was Hollister), and anything she had engraved always included W. So…go figure!  
Maybe she didn’t like Elizabeth (which I’m assuming is what the E stood for, since it was grandma’s name.

Homer Wayne Ingram & (Benjamin) Franklin Johnson b 1913, d 1986, who was born Benjamin Franklin 
Johnson.   Ernest (George Ernest) & Florence (Ingram) Tackett took Franklin in. They raised him as their 
own though I’m told he kept his last name.

Many thinks to Kathy and Barb for the photos and stories. 
See Patti Lawson’s online tree for more info on these two family lines:

http://wc.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=patti-lawson&id=I00360
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